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Unit 1                           Legal Systems in the Contemporary World 

 

Reading for gist 

Skim the following article and decide whether these statements are true or false: 

 

1 The idea to use Islamic law in Canada was generally welcomed across the world. 

2 Jews and Christians can handle their family problems before their religious courts in Ontario.  

3 Human rights campaigners agree to voluntary usage of Sharia. 

4 Dalton McGuinty is one of the major opponents of Sharia usage in Canada. 

5 Marital rape is not handled under Islamic law. 

6 Sharia rulings represent final rulings of the Canadian courts. 

7 Rights of men generally preponderate over rights of women under the Islamic legal system.. 

 

Close reading 

Read the article closely and answer the following questions: 

 

1 Where did demonstrators gather? 

2 Since when can Jews resolve their family arguments before their religious courts? 

3 How did Homa Ajromand define the rise of Sharia in Canada?  

4 What is the opinion of Dalton McGuinty on this issue? 

5 Where does Mr Ahmadi come from? 

6 When did the standing of Sharia become a source of controversy? 

7 What did Marion Boyd present in her report? 

8 What is Sharia derived from? 

 

Text 

 

Rise of Sharia in Canada sparks protests 

 

A controversial proposal that would allow Canadian Muslims to use Islamic law in settling 

family disputes has sparked protests in cities across the world. 

Demonstrators gathered in London, Paris and Stockholm, as well cities across Canada, to protest 

against Isalmic religious courts in the province of Ontario, where Jews and Christians have been 

able to resolve family arguments since 1991. 

Under the proposal, the courts would issue judgments in accordance with Sharia, Islamic 

religious law, and their use would be voluntary, like the Catholic and Jewish courts. 

But the human rights campaigners argue that Sharia should not be used at all because it is heavily 

prejudicated against the rights of women. 

The rise of Sharia in Canada is not a coincidence. It is part of a global movement and it is a threat 

, „ Homa Ajromand, the organiser of a protest in Toronto, said yesterday. 

„Women´s rights are not negotiable, and we will not tolerate the interference of religion in our 

justice system.“ 

About 300 protesters in front of the Ontario legislative building shouted „Shame! Shame!“ as Ms 

Arjomand read out comments made by Dalton McGuinty, the Premier of Ontario, who has 

suggested that verdicts issued under Sharia will not compromise women´s rights. 

„Either he is naive, or he  thinks  people are stupid!“ said Ms Arjomand. 
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Many critics of the proposal, including Mahmoud Ahmadi, a spokesman for the Federation of 

Iranian Refugees, based their objections to Sharia on its practice in the world. 

„I come from Iran, where Sharia has ruled for 27 years, a country that is anti-woman in the fullest 

sense of the word, “ said Mr Ahmadi. „Don´t talk to us about Sharia law, Mr McGuinty. I am 

coming from a country where marital rape is protected by Sharia law. “ 

The standing of Sharia became a source of controversy in Ontario two years ago when an Islamic 

group asked the provincial government for the same access to religious courts as other faith-

based communities.  

Last December, Marion Boyd, a former attorney-general of Ontario, presented a report in which 

she recommended that Sharia courts should be allowed, as long as they are voluntary and their 

rulings can be appealed in Canadian courts. If Sharia courts were to be forbidden, Ms Boyd 

argued, that all religious family courts should be abolished too. 

 

Sam Knight, Times Online 

September 9, 2005                   

 

Legal brief 

 

The three major legal systems of the world today consist of civil law, common law and religious 

law. However, each country often develops variations on each system or incorporates many other 

features into the system. 

Civil law is the most widespread system of law in the world. It is also known as European 

continental law. The central source of law that is recognised as authoritative are codifications in 

a constitution or statute passed by legislature. Civil law systems mainly derive from the Roman 

Empire, and more particularly, the Corpus Juris Civilis issued by the Emperor Justinian 529AD. 

Common law and Equity are systems of law whose sources are the decisions in cases by judges. 

Alongside, every system will have a legislature that passes new laws and statutes 

Common law comes from England and was inherited by Commonwealth of Nations countries. 

The doctrine of stare decisis or precedent by courts is the major innovation and difference to 

codified civil law systems.  

Sharia (Islamic law) is derived from several sources, including the Qur’an and the Sunnah. Under 

most interpretations, Sharia gives men more rights than women in matters of inheritance, divorce 

and child custody. Sharia almost always grants custody of boys over age of 9 and girls older than 

13 to their fathers. 

 

Exercises 

When doing the exercises always consider the CONTEXT of this unit! 

 

Match the following columns: 

 

1 religious                     a arguments  1 to relate to                   a a principle 

2 family                         b rape   2 to concern                   b the offender 

3 marital                        c branch   3  to deal with                c a claim 

4 faith-based                  d custody   4  to prosecute     d  the state 

5 child                            e law    5 to give rise to              e the authority 

6 legislative                    f courts   6 to carry                        f individuals 

       7 to constitute                g conduct  
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Find synonyms to the words used in the preceding text and RS: 

 

nouns                                                 verbs                                  adjectives 

 

judgment                                        to settle                                  controversial 

dispute                                           to gather                                 Islamic 

proposal                                         to resolve                               voluntary 

objection                                        to issue                                   predjudicated  

source                                             to argue                                 negotiable 

interference                                    to compromise                       naive 

interpretation                                  to present                               former 

custody                                          to forbid                                legislative  

corporation                                     to distinguish                          public 

distinction                                       to be concerned with              private 

murder                                            to reserve                                civil      

claim                                               to prosecute                            criminal 

compensation                                  to overlap                               legal 

injunction                                        to sit                                       substantive 

government                                     to constitute                            procedural 

jurisdiction                                      to appoint                               legislative 

accession                                         to elect 

                                                        

Use the following words to fill in the gaps; be careful, one expression is redundant: 

 

to settle a dispute, to constitute a claim, to be predjudiced, to issue a judgment, to derive, to 

appeal, to grant, to abolish, to forbid 

 

1. The old law was ................and a new one was passed. 

2. The spouses decided to ..........................without any court´ s assistance. 

3. The losing party decided to ........., so the story goes on. 

4. The judge was clearly...........................and ..............................against the local 

troublemaker. 

5. You must .................... the rule from the previous cases.           

6. The court has........................John any contact with his ex. 

7. The proposal of the winning party was........................ 

 

legal person, to give rise, to enforce ,to bar, injunction, jurisdiction, to authorize, signatory 

 

1. We decided .....................our claim before the court. 

2. How many ..................... are necessary to consider this document for valid? 

3. The court issued an ...................... in a dramatic family matter. 

4. Such a conduct ....................... to a claim. 

5. This case in not under the ............................. of this court. 

6. The term ........................ covers both natural as well as artificial person. 

7. The judge refused to ...................... the entry. 
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Fill in the proper prepositions: 

 

Slovak courts use civil law ....settling disputes arising amongst its citizens.. 

Protests have sparked................the world and even many riots were reported. 

..............the proposal, the courts would render judgments ..........accordance .......Sharia. 

It was proved .........the court that the teacher was heavily predjudicated ..................Romani 

children from the slums. 

Cathy is biased ............classical music, especially chamber music. 

Modern democracies usually do not tolerate interference ..........religion .........their legal systems. 

There were many protesters ................court building shouting .............the newly proposed novel. 

He based his objections ....Sharia...its practice ........the world.  

Public law relates ........ the state. 

Legal theory distinguishes ................... civil and criminal law. 

Your client falls ................. the jurisdiction ...........this court. 

What does the criminal law deal..........? 

Their activity gives rise .................. a claim. 

The claim................compensation was filed ............ legal person.  

 

Practise your translation skills 

    

1 Niektoré krajiny umožňujú urovnanie sporu na cirkevnom súde. 

 

2 Súd vydal rozsudok v súlade s novým zákonom, ktorý v bol parlamente prijatý iba nedávno. 

 

3 Tvrdíme, že sudca je predpojatý. 

 

4 Rozsah ľudských práv nemôže byť predmetom diskusie. 

 

5 Sudca zakázal bývalému manželovi zasahovať do výchovy detí. 

 

6 Po rozvode bolo dieťa zverené do starostlivosti otca. 

 

7 Vláda by mala chrániť predovšetkým záujmy svojich občanov. 

 

8 Systém bŕzd a protiváh má zabrániť dominantnosti jednej zo zložiek moci. 

 

9 Na skúšku by sme sa mali dobre naučiť princíp deľby moci. 

 

10 Aká je Vaša interpretácia tohto zákona? 

 

11 Pojem právny subjekt zahŕňa tak fyzickú ako aj právnickú osobu.  

 

12 Systém sociálneho zabezpečenia patrí do sféry verejného práva. 

 

13 Dolná snemovňa reprezentuje v Anglicku volenú časť zákonodarného zboru. 

 

14 Súd vydal predbežné opatrenie v predmetnej veci. 



5 

 

Unit 2                                   Sources of Law: Legislation 

 

Exercises 

1 Match the following columns: 

 

a to consolidate                          1 the principle 

b to pass                                      2 a bill 

c to update                                   3 proposals  

d to amend                                   4  provision 

e to enforce                                  5 a proposal  

f to set out                                    6 an enactment    

g to submit                                   7 law 

h to debate                                    8 a statute 

i to scrutinize                                9 laws 

j to enshrine                                  10 a rule 

k to become                                  11legislation 

 

Use the following words in italics to fill in the gaps; be careful, one expression is redundant: 

 

reimbursement, to counter, to prosecute, to detain, construction, to recognize, costs, assessment, 

appropriation, civil 

  

1. The court ordered to …………..the terrorist suspect. 

2. The ……………clause was included in the contract. 

3. The state shall ………..those breaching the law. 

4. It is important to ………….. people dangerous for the society. 

5. Who will pay the ……………? 

6. My …………… of the situation proved to be true. 

7. The ……………….for higher security was adopted by the committee. 

8. The court accepted the ……………. of the attorney.   

9. The term “…………..” has two meanings in legal English, i.e. not criminal or based on   

Roman law. 

 

bye-laws, statutory instruments, compliance, to repeal, reading, to set out, codification, to 

update, pressure groups. 

 

1. ……………… are sometimes called lobbyists. 

2. ………………….usually pursue the governmental policies. 

3. These two legal rules are not in …………………. . 

4. Acts adopted by Parliament are superior to……………. . 

5. For a bill to become law it must pass all three…………….. . 

6. The sponsor …………… various alternatives. 

7. The common law concept of ………………. varies greatly from its  European civil law 

construction. 

8. The obsolete enactments must be ……………. . 

 

Fill in the proper prepositions: 
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 We are entitled ….. reimbursement. 

 Muslim Americans must be protected …..full extent ….. law. 

 My friend is …..  Asian descent. 

 Police try to monitor and pursue all acts ….. violence. 

 This decision will have zero effect ……our further strategy.  

 Would you like to proceed …..  this bill? 

 All statutes and case law …… the same topic are brought together, i.e. codified. 

 The commission has not reported ……. yet. 

 The adoption was preceded …… long and exhausting and exhaustive debate. 

 The Parliament has a right to legislate ….. any matter 

 

Practice your translation skills: 

 

1  Je potrebné zabezpečiť súlad našej legislatívy s európskym právom. 

 

2 Aká je Vaša interpretácia predmetnej vyhlášky miestneho zastupiteľstva? 

 

3 Návrh zákona o odškodnení obetí komunizmu bol predložený do druhého čítania. 

 

4 Prijatiu zákona predchádzala veľmi živá rozprava. 

 

5 Kto je predkladateľom novely zákona o obchodných spoločnostiach? 

 

6 Kongres Spojených štátov má právo vyrubovať dane, niekedy aj právomoc určovať ich výšku. 

 

7 Ak návrh predkladá vláda, ide o vládny návrh zákona, keď ho predkladajú poslanci, hovoríme o 

poslaneckom návrhu. 

 

8 Je nevyhnutné novelizovať zákon o bývaní, hlavne par 2, odsek7, oddiel\písmeno a, vetu iii 

 

9 Kodifikácia v krajinách zvykového práva znamená združenie všetkých písaných aj nepísaných 

noriem tematicky do jedného súboru.  

 

10 Parlament sa rozhodol zrušiť zastaraný zákon a nahradiť ho vhodnejšou právnou normou. 

 

11 Prezident sa rozhodol zákon nepodpísať a vrátil ho Parlamentu na prerokovanie. 

 

12 Verejnosť mala široký priestor na pripomienkovanie predmetného zákona.  

 

13 Stály výbor musí preskúmať jednotlivé ustanovenia a zabezpečiť, aby návrh zahŕňal všetky 

princípy, ktoré boli predmetom  rozpravy a boli odsúhlasené v druhom čítaní. 

 

14 Zákony so všeobecnou pôsobnosťou platia na celom území štátu, zákony s obmedzenou 

pôsobnosťou sú platné iba v istej oblasti, prípadne vo vzťahu k istým inštitúciám alebo osobám. 

 

15  Generálna prokuratúra v Slovenskej republike nemá právomoc legislatívnej iniciatívy. 
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Unit 3                                Sources of Law : Common law 
Legal Brief 

 

Historically, the common law is made quite differently from the Continental code. The code 

precedes judgments, the common law follows them. The code articulates in chapters, sections and 

paragraphs the rules in accordance with which the judgments are given. The common law on the 

other hand is inarticulate until it is expressed in a judgment. Where the code governs, it is the 

judge s duty to ascertain the law from the words which the code uses. Where the common law 

governs, the judge, in what is now the forgotten past, decided the case in accordance with 

morality and custom and later judges followed his decision. They did not do so by construing the 

words of his judgment. They looked for the reason which has made him decide the case the way 

he did, the ratio decidendi as it came to be called. Thus it was the principle of the case, not the 

words, which went into the common law. 

Patrick Devlin, The Judge 177 (1979)  

 

Exercises 

Match the following columns                                                                                                                   

a to override                  1decision  

b to hear                        2 precedent 

c to refer to                    3 a case 

d to reconsider               4 a ruling 

e to cite                          5 a holding                                    

 

Use the following phrases to fill in the gaps; be careful, one expression is redundant: 

procedural rules, in the course of trial, pertinent, equal status, to be to the point, to be 

applicable, series of law reports 

 

1. Precedent is binding also on courts of ........................... 

2. .............................. are of major importance especially in common law countries. 

3. The attorney ..................................... proved the innocence of his client. 

4. I am afraid this information is not............................. 

5. This old precedent is not  ..........................................to this situation.  

6. There are various ...............................in the UK. 

 

Fill in the proper prepositions: 

The legal system in Louisiana is not based ......common law. 

We shall do our best to distinguish our case .......the preceding one. 

Decisions may be considered .......... subsequent cases. 

Legal theory is sometimes cited ..........the court .......the hearing. 

...... the Human Rights Act 1988 all courts must refer to the ultimate authority ...the ECHR. 

 

Practice your translation skills: 

 

1 Hmotné právo stanovuje systém noriem, procesné právo určuje spôsob ich napĺňania.   

2 Odvolací súd môže zamietnuť námietku odporcu. 
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3 Legislatíva je predmetom súdnej interpretácie. 

4 V priebehu procesu sa ukázalo, že právny zástupca sa opieral o nesprávny precedens.  

5 Rozhodnutie vyššieho súdu je právne záväzné pre všetky nižšie súdy. 

6 Táto námietka nebola z vašej strany veľmi vhodná a súd ju nepovažuje za relevantnú. 

7 Komentár k rozsudku má iba odporúčajúcu hodnotu. 

8 V Anglicku existuje prehľadný systém zaznamenávania súdnych rozhodnutí. 

9 Odsúdený vyčerpal všetky možnosti odvolania a súd stanovil dátum popravy.  

10 Záznam v trestnom registri bol vymazaný potom, ako sa ukázalo, že John je nevinný.  

11 Michael bol obžalovaný z podvodu a bol uznaný vinným vo všetkých bodoch obžaloby.  

12 Mohla veľká porota vzniesť voči jeho manželke formálnu obžalobu? 

13 Apelačný súd v predmetnej veci rozhodol v prospech navrhovateľa. 

14 Niektoré zbierky precedensov obsahujú aj argumentáciu zástupcov procesných strán.   
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