
                         

 

4. ASSESSMENT 

A. METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 

During the course, students are required to successfully complete a piece of written work, or 

other practical exercise, in each of the modules listed as part of the course curriculum (see 

section 1 above). Each module is assessed by one of the following methods: 

1. A Written assignment 

Written assignments are the most common type of assessment and require students to provide 

legal advice to characters involved in a series of events that raise particular legal problems 

related to the relevant module study area. Emphasis is placed upon the provision of practical 

advice and application of the law that students have learned. 

2. An “open book” written exam 

Students are required to answer practical problem-based questions (similar to written 

assignments, but shorter) in an exam environment and controlled time conditions. All exams 

are “open book” in the sense that students may use their notes and materials during the exam) 

3. Practical exercises 

Certain modules are assessed by way of practical exercises designed to test students’ legal 

skills. For example, the Sale of Goods module is assessed by way of requiring students to 

produce a contract for the sale of a given product. Other types of practical exercises include 

mooting/debates, drafting of court pleadings etc. 

4. Mini thesis 

Some Modules may be assessed by way of written thesis, written by students on a topic they 

choose from a list provided by the BLC. Those wishing to apply to write a thesis instead of an 

exam will be required to submit a thesis proposal for the relevant module (discussing how 

they would approach the thesis topic) and, if selected, would write this thesis instead of the 

exam in that particular subject. Details of this will be provided to students as the course 

progresses. 



                         

 

5. CEEMC or equivalent 

Individual students may also seek an individual exemption for the European Union exam 

when they compete as a team at the Central and East European Moot Court competition. 

Individual exemptions may be offered annually in relation to similar activities, details of such 

events available in any academic year can be found on the Moodle gradebook site. 

Details concerning all assessment methods will be available to students from the “Moodle” 

web-site and will contain details of the submission date and applicable word limits, where 

relevant. Only those assignments (or other assessment methods) completed and submitted as 

specified will be marked – assignments (or other assessment methods) submitted in 

contravention of any of the submission rules will only be marked at the discretion of the 

tutors, whose decision shall be final. 

Students are required to have successfully completed 4 out of the 6 assessments in the 1st year 

of the course (see course curriculum in section 1 above) before they will be allowed to 

progress to the 2nd year of the course. Anyone failing to do so will be required to “return” as 

a 1st year in order to complete the Modules they have not yet successfully passed, prior to 

progressing to the 2nd year of the course. 

Students who, in the judgment of the BLC teaching staff, have not successfully completed 

sufficient assignments to warrant the opportunity to re-take only selected subjects will be 

required to begin the course from the outset. 

Attendance at lectures/classes 

Attendance at the Diploma Course classes is compulsory and will be closely monitored. 

Fulfilment of the attendance requirements is a requisite for progressing from the 1st year to 

the 2nd year of the course and for graduating the course. 

Failure to attend classes may lead to disciplinary consequences which may include the 

following: 

• Student required to complete extra piece of written work 

• Student barred from submitting assignment/examination in module with problematic 

attendance 



                         

 

• Student required to repeat module in following year 

• Student unable to progress to the next year of the course (or to graduate the course) and 

required to re-study an entire year of the Diploma Course. 

Class performance 

Students’ performance in classes will be noted, as regards their level of preparation, 

understanding, effort and participation in class discussions. If a question arises in relation to 

students assessment, attendance or final grade, student performance which is consistently 

marked as above average in class and/or in extra mural activities arranged by the British Law 

Centre will be taken into consideration by the tutors to assist in resolving any such question 

and may also be counted in the final decision as to which students should receive additional 

awards of “merit” and “distinction”. 

 

B. STANDARDS OF ASSESSMENT 

Marking standards and procedures 

All assignments and examinations are marked on a percentage (%) basis reflecting the criteria 

and standards required by British Universities. A pass mark is between 40% and 100%, 

although a mark of 100% is extremely unlikely and a “first class” mark is represented by a 

mark of 70% or above (in accordance with standard practice at English Universities). 

All assignments and other assessments are originally marked by members of the BLC 

teaching staff. These are returned to students with tutor comments inter alia indicating areas 

which could have been improved. 

All assignments and examinations are subject to double external examination. Currently, the 

external examiners responsible for finalizing BLC student results are from the University of 

Cambridge and the University of Glasgow. Accordingly, any marks awarded by BLC 

teaching staff are “provisional” until such time as they are approved by the JAS external 

assessment procedures. 

 



                         

 

Failed assignments/examinations and retakes 

Any student who fails an assignment/exam (i.e. not achieving at least 40%) will be entitled to 

submit a re-take that assessment. If the re-take reaches the standard necessary for a pass, it 

will be awarded a mark of 40%, but no higher. If the re-take assessment does not reach the 

standard necessary for a pass, any student having failed the same assessment twice will be 

ineligible to graduate the course and receive the Diploma, unless there are special extenuating 

circumstances which the BLC teaching staff feel justify allowing that student a 3rd attempt at 

the same assessment. This decision will also take account of the attendance and performance 

records of the student before deciding whether to permit another attempt at the assessment. 

All students should note that successful completion of 4 out of 6 assessments is normally 

necessary in order to progress from the 1st year to the 2nd year of the course and of all 

assessments in order to graduate the course (see part A above for details). 

One primary written exam session will be given to students during each academic year – this 

will normally be in May but precise dates will be confirmed on a year-by-year basis. A final 

re-take exam session will be arranged in September/ October of the same year for those 

students who failed (or did not sit) an exam during the primary session. Students who do not 

sit the exam in the first session and then fail at the subsequent retake session will fail that 

subject overall and be ineligible to receive the Diploma during that year and, if permitted to 

do so, will be required to “return” to the 2nd year in order to complete the relevant Module(s). 

 


