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Identity politics, political activity and theorizing founded in the shared experiences of injustice of members of certain 

social groups has been among the influential trends of the second half of the twentieth century. The past decades also 

brought transformative changes in how the meaning of the terms of gender and ethno-racial are assigned and 

conceptualized in social sciences and humanities, and to a certain degree in politics and law. The conceptual 

framework of the conference concerns the role of public law in identity politics, in particular how law can 

conceptualize race, religion and in racial and religious identities, and what is the role of public law in the political 

minefield and labyrinth of identity politics.  

  



PROGRAMME 

13.00   REGISTRATION 

13.15-13.25  Opening remarks, Prof. Silvia Mihalikova, Director, Slovak Academy of Sciences Institute 

for Sociology 

13.25-13.35  Opening remarks, Dr. Miroslav Lysý, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of 

Legal History and Comparative Law, Comenius University, Faculty of Law 

 

I. Session, Chair Dr. Matej Mlkvý, LL.M., Assistant Professor, Comenius University, Faculty of Law 

13.35-13.50  Operationalizing ethnicity and, translating identity politics to law: choice and fraud, Prof. 

Andras L. Pap, SASPRO-Marie Curie Fellow, Slovak Academy of Sciences Institute for 

Sociology/Research Chair Hungarian Academy of Sciences Centre for Social Sciences 

13.50-14.05 Identity in conceptual and empirical perspective, Dr. Svetlusa Surova, Senior researcher, 

Gnarum, External Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Comenius University 

14.05-14.20 Citizenship and ethnic inclusivity, Prof. Szabolcs Pogonyi 

Chair, Nationalism Studies Program, Central European University, Budapest 

 

14.20-14.35  Coffee break 

 

II. Session, Chair Prof. Andras L. Pap, SASPRO-Marie Curie Fellow, Slovak Academy of Sciences 

Institute for Sociology/Research Chair Hungarian Academy of Sciences Centre for Social Sciences 

14.35-14.50 Minority Governance Of Whom, By Whom, To Whom? Non-Territorial Autonomies in 

Central and South Eastern Europe, Dr. Balazs Dobos, Research Fellow, Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences Centre for Social Sciences 

14.50-15.05  Conceptualizatizing the Jewry in Slovakia,  Dr. Zuzana Illýova, Assitant Professor, 

Comenius University, Faculty of Law, Dr. Matej Mlkvý, LL.M., Assistant Professor, 

Comenius University, Faculty of Law 

15.05-15.20 „Natio“ and nationality in Hungary until the 19th century, Dr. Miroslav Lysý, Associate 

Professor, Comenius University, Faculty of Law 

15.20-15.40  DISCUSSION, Q&A 

15.40-15,45  Closing remarks, Prof. Andras L. Pap, SASPRO-Marie Curie Fellow, Slovak 

Academy of Sciences Institute for Sociology/Research Chair Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences Centre for Social Sciences   



ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 

Andras L. Pap provides an overview of the theoretical and policy landscape in the subject matter, mapping the role 

and potential of law (which is understood to be the crystallization of political commitments by the state and the 

political majority) to conceptualize and operationalize (i) race, ethnicity and nationality; (ii) various types and forms 

of (political and legal) institutions and policies built on these social constructs, as well and fostering claims made 

along these lines; (iii) and the role of identity (subjectivity) in the operationalization in these policies.  

Svetluša Surova examines identity in the multilevel context, combining qualitative and quantitative research methods 

both from the conceptual and empirical perspective, critically analysing how the identity is used, defined and 

conceptualized in the social science, international and national law, and how it is “performed on the ground,” in 

particular in the context of minority and diaspora policies in Slovakia and Serbia.  

Szabolcs Pogonyi explores citizenship policies in Europe with the aim of testing the salience of the ethnic-civic binary 

distinction prevalent in the literature. The project provides an overview of the existing typologies of citizenship 

regimes, with a special emphasis on the civic-ethnic dichotomy. After a brief assessment of different types of selective 

acquisition policies in the EU, the Prof. Pogonyi discusses the emerging normative legal framework of citizenship 

attribution in Europe through an analysis of international conventions and recommendations in the Council of Europe 

and the OSCE framework. It is argued that due to the ambiguous legal coding, the preferential naturalization ethnic 

and cultural kin populations can easily be codified in legally non-ethnic terms. Prof. Pogonyi shows that the 

Europeanization of citizenship acquisition norms legitimizes, if not encourages, ethnic selectivity in the case of non-

resident ethnic kin populations.  

Balazs Dobos provides a theoretical presentation based on electoral laws and statistics, country experiences and 

interviews with minority leaders, aimed exploring, in a comparative manner, the general patterns of elected non-

territorial autonomies in the five countries in question (Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, Serbia, and Slovenia), in terms of 

how these regimes conceptualize identities and how they affect group strategies.  

Zuzana Illýova and Matej Mlkvý focus on the legal conceptualization of Jews in the Territory of Slovakia during 

the first half of the 20th Century. In comparison to other European jurisdictions, the legal position of the Jewish 

community in the interwar Czechoslovak Republic was quite unique, since Czechoslovakia was the only European 

state at that time that provided option for its citizens to declare themselves as having Jewish nationality for the purposes 

of the census. 

Miroslav Lysý explores the issues of ethnicity in medieval history of central Europe and focuses on the relation 

between ethnicity and public power, with special attention to early and high Middle Age. In his works, he analyses 

relation between central European ethnics and their governments, as well as to the medieval Holy Roman Empire. In 

Hungarian kingdom, the co-existence of various ethnics and their mutual relations and their reflection in legal texts 

was analyzed, too. All these topics have their remarks in modern history, in the 19th and 20th century, used as arguments 

in national conflicts and in official state policy. 


